Highbury College and Portsmouth College propose
to merge to form a single new organisation.
This document explains how the merger is proposed
to take place and how it will improve the future range
and quality of training and education in Portsmouth
and the surrounding areas.
Your views are sought on the merger as part of a
consultation process.

Your views are important
Highbury College and Portsmouth College believe that Portsmouth and surrounding
areas deserve high-quality teaching and learning for all ages.
This merger offers a unique opportunity to bring together two great complementary
colleges to enhance the quality and choice of courses for the learners in and around
the city.
This document outlines the proposed vision for the new College, and welcomes views
from anyone who would like to respond.
At the end of this document are details of how you can submit your views.
The responses, together with other information, will be fully considered as part of
any final proposals that are put forward.

Key Dates
26th March 2021 			

Statutory notice of merger

26 March – 28 April 2021

Formal consultation period

18th June 2021			

Consultation outcome published

th

th

30 July 2021				Merger date
th

Chairs’ foreword
On behalf of the Boards of Highbury Further Education College and Portsmouth Sixth Form College,
we are delighted to be embarking on this journey to create a merged single college for the city of
Portsmouth and its communities.
This represents a unique opportunity to bring together these two great complementary organisations,
to enhance the quality and choice of education and vocational training for the young people and adults
across and around the city of Portsmouth. This proposed merger offers the platform to build a stronger
and more sustainable educational and learning environment to support students towards achieving their
chosen goals and, in turn, enhance the economy and prosperity of Portsmouth, for the benefit of all
within its wider communities.
As a part of that community we seek your views, thoughts, ideas and ambitions for the merger and the
vision of “One City, One College”.

Nick Wynne

Paul Quigley

Chair of Governors, Portsmouth College

Chair of Governors, Highbury College

Vision and values
Our vision is to:
inspire learning in Portsmouth and beyond
empower individuals, communities and
	
employers to grow and succeed

Our values are:
Aspiration – to inspire others to grow and achieve.
Supportive – encouraging, compassionate and
understanding.
Respect for all – inclusivity through promoting
diversity and tolerance.
Social Responsibility – supporting sustainability
and outward looking.
Innovation – creating new and different
opportunities through learning, behaviours and as
role models.

Proposed name
To give a single, clear identity to the Colleges following merger, it is proposed that the new merged
college corporation will be called City of Portsmouth College. This name will come into effect from the
date of the merger.

Key benefits of the proposed
college merger
The merger will support a broader course offer for
students and apprentices of all ages.
The merger will provide a city-wide careers and course
advice service, supporting the community in their lifelong
learning choices.
Employers and businesses will have the opportunity
to influence the complete curriculum offer in the city,
supporting the future workforce and economy.
The merger will provide financial stability, ensuring the
new organisation is both sustainable and adaptable.

Who are we
Portsmouth College
Portsmouth College is a successful sixth form college based in
Portsmouth, Hampshire. The College provides a range of courses to
meet the needs of the city; this ranges from pre-entry level courses
for students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, through
to Level 2 and 3 vocational courses and A Levels. The College also
provides apprenticeships, as well as a well-developed offer for adults
that are run from the College and other venues across the city.

Portsmouth College
Tangier Road
Portsmouth
PO3 6PZ

The College has significantly grown in recent years due to its
innovative and creative approach from a low base of 650 students
over 10 years ago to more than 1,600 now.
The College was one of the first in the sixth form sector to
introduce a two-period timetable day, which was supported by a
Curious and Creative initiative whereby all students were issued
with iPads. The College is currently an Apple Distinguished School
in recognition of its work on teaching and learning with iPads.

Highbury College
Highbury College is a general further education college based
in Portsmouth, Hampshire. It provides vocational and academic
education and training, including entry-level study programmes,
Level 1-5 career-focused diplomas, university level HNC/HNDs,
apprenticeships and specialised services for business and education
in the community.

Highbury College
Tudor Crescent
Portsmouth
PO6 2SA

The College actively promotes lifelong learning and delivers a wide
range of adult courses at more than 30 community venues in and
around Portsmouth, as well as at its three college centres.
In 2019/20, the college welcomed 5,398 students (of which 1,632
were full-time, 2,889 were part-time and 877 were apprentices)
from a wide variety of social backgrounds.
Highbury College has more than 55 years of experience during
which time it has built a strong reputation for both academic and
professional programmes. It also has close relationships with local
businesses and industries that ensure the ever-changing training
needs of employers in the area are met.

Why should Portsmouth College
& Highbury College merge?
The governing boards of Portsmouth College and
Highbury College agreed to merger discussions
following work carried out by a collaborative
steering group as part of a Structure and
Prospects Appraisal led by the Further Education
Commissioner.
The steering group included members of
Portsmouth City Council, the Solent Local
Enterprise Partnership, the Education and Skills
Funding Agency and the Further Education
Commissioner’s team. Following a unanimous
decision by the steering group, the Further
Education Commissioner recommended to the
Minister of State for Apprenticeships and Skills the
merger of the two colleges.

A merger between Portsmouth College and
Highbury College has the potential to be
extremely beneficial for both organisations and for
the communities, students and employers
they serve.
It is now proposed that the Colleges will merge on
30th July 2021. Please see statutory notice found
at the back of this document.
At a time of rapid change in education, forming
a larger city-wide organisation will allow senior
managers to continue to influence local and
national government policy, helping to ensure that
further and higher technical education works well
for a wide range of stakeholders.

Highbury Northarbour Centre
Highbury Campus

Key statistics
Portsmouth has 63 primary
schools, with a pupil
population of 16,400
Portsmouth has 19
secondary schools with a
pupil population of 9,887

Portsmouth College

Highbury Arundel Centre

34% of mainstream
secondary school pupils
are eligible for free meals
(60.1% in mainstream special
schools)
12.4% of secondary pupils
require Special Educational
Needs (SEN) support.

Benefits of a merger to:
Students and our
communities
In
	

the months immediately
following the merger
students will see very little
change. The vast majority
of students will continue to
study at the same campus.

Students
	

and apprentices
will have access to a greater
range of resources across the
new organisation, including
world-class learning and
sports facilities.

The
	

merger will support a
broader course offer for
students and apprentices of
all ages.

The
	

new organisation will
ensure a sustainable property
strategy is in place to further
develop and maintain the
current outstanding facilities.

The
	

merger will provide a
city-wide careers and course
advice service, supporting
every member of the
community in their lifelong
learning choices.

The
	

new organisation will
be able to offer a more
comprehensive curriculum,
minimising the need to travel.

As
	

a merged organisation,
enrichment activities will be
more extensive, drawing on
areas of expertise from each
current institution.

Employers and
businesses
The
	

merger will increase
capacity to respond to
employers training and
apprenticeship needs across
the south of England and
Midlands.

Employers
	

and businesses
will have the opportunity
to influence the complete
curriculum offer in the
city, supporting the future
workforce and economy.

Opportunities
	

for employers
to use the world-class
college facilities for their
own training needs and to
access bespoke training for
their staff, organised by the
College.
Employers

and businesses
will be able to influence
a wider number of work
experience and industry
placement activities, which
will strengthen the pool of
potential employees in the
future.
The

new College, as a larger
organisation serving the
city, will be better-placed to
bid for skills programmes to
support the development of
south Hampshire.

Staff
The
	

merger will provide
financial stability, ensuring
the new organisation is both
more financially sustainable
and adaptable.

Staff
	

will have the
opportunity to share best
practice across the new
organisation, supported
by key local and national
partners.

The
	

new organisation will
provide more opportunities
for staff to develop new skills
and experience in the design
and delivery of courses at
all levels, online learning,
higher education and
apprenticeships.

The
	

new organisation will
provide staff with enhanced
progression opportunities.

The
	

new organisation will
be able to offer a more
extensive professional
development programme
based on the skills and
knowledge currently within
both Colleges.

Statutory Notice
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Corporation of Portsmouth College (Tangier Road, Portsmouth
PO3 6PZ), in accordance with the Sixth Form College Corporations’ (Publication of Proposals) (England)
Regulations 2012 and the provisions of the Further and Higher Education Act 1992 as amended
by the Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Act 2009 and the Education Act 2011, of the
proposal for the transfer of the property, rights and liabilities to the Corporation of Highbury College
(Tudor Crescent, Portsmouth PO6 2SA) and the subsequent dissolution of the sixth form college of
Portsmouth College.
Portsmouth College is a sixth form college, which delivers A Level, vocational and apprenticeship
education. In 2019/20 the College had:
•

Learners aged 16-18 (inc. students aged 19-24 with an Educational Health Care Plan) - 1,484
(1,626.33 full-time equivalent), 4,181 enrolments

•

Learners aged 19+ (inc. students with an Advanced Learner Loan or Student Loan) - 1,877
(362.26 full-time equivalent), 2,012 enrolments

•

Apprentices - 291

Dissolution of the Corporation of Portsmouth College is proposed in order that it may merge with
Highbury College. The merger will create a strong institution delivering high-quality education and
skills training for learners and employers across the city of Portsmouth, creating the vision of ‘One City,
One College’.
All students at Highbury College and Portsmouth College who have not yet completed their course of
study by the date of the proposed dissolution will continue their education in the merged college.
The date proposed for the dissolution of the Corporation of Portsmouth College is 30 th July 2021.
The Corporation of Highbury College is separately proposing to the Secretary of State a change of
name for the Corporation to be effective from 30 th July 2021. The proposed name of the merged
college Corporation is City of Portsmouth College.
A copy of the consultation document on these proposals is available free of charge and can be found
on the college websites at www.portsmouth-college.ac.uk or www.highbury.ac.uk.
Alternatively, a copy of the consultation document can be requested by emailing:
consultation@portsmouth-college.ac.uk or consultation@highbury.ac.uk or in writing to:
The Clerk of the Corporation, Highbury College, Tudor Crescent, Portsmouth PO6 2SA or
The Clerk of the Corporation, Portsmouth College, Tangier Road, Portsmouth PO3 6PZ.
The consultation period runs from 26th March 2021 until 28th April 2021.
All responses and representations must be received by the closing date. A summary of the consultation
and its outcome will be published within two months beginning on the date after the end of the
consultation period, and the summary will be available free of charge to any person who requests it.

Proposed Merger: Your Views
Details of the proposed merger are outlined in this document and on both Portsmouth College and
Highbury College’s websites; once you have read them fully please respond below or on the website.
In the consultation document a number of key benefits of the merger for students, employers, staff and
the wider community are highlighted. Please tell us which benefits of the proposed merger are most
important to you and any further opportunities or activities you would like to see incorporated.
Name

Postcode

Addresss
I am (tick as appropriate)
Learner

Portsmouth College Staff

Highbury College Staff

Employer

School

Government Agency

Parent / Carer

Further Education Institution

Local Government

Private Training Provider

Higher Education Institution

Other

Your views

Your comments on the proposed name change to City of Portsmouth College.

Please return your views to the reception desk at the Highbury College main campus or Portsmouth
College. Or by post or email to either of the addresses below:
Penny Wycherley, Interim Principal & CEO
Highbury College
Tudor Crescent
Portsmouth, PO6 2SA
consultation@highbury.ac.uk

Simon Barrable, Principal
Portsmouth College
Tangier Road
Portsmouth, PO3 6PZ
consultation@portsmouth-college.ac.uk

You can complete this survey online at: www.highbury.ac.uk/consultation or
www.portsmouth-college.ac.uk/consultation
The deadline for responses is 28th April 2021.

