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Highbury College Portsmouth is a dynamic, 

award-winning College providing vocational 

and applied academic courses from entry 

through to university level, and specialised 

services for business and education in the 

community. Our enabling platforms, the 

structure and facilities of the College, provide 

the means to achieve our Mission.

Three Colleges
Highbury has a three-Colleges-in-one structure reflecting 
the education, skills and training needs of different 
learners in and around Portsmouth. The College 
structure comprises:

•	 Highbury Collegiate College

•	 Highbury Community College

•	 Highbury Corporate College

Our three-College structure enables us to meet the needs 
of our different client groups and enhance their experience.

The College takes pride in its commitment to equality and 
diversity and supports students of all abilities and from 
all backgrounds. The three Colleges work collaboratively 
to promote an attitude of inclusion, accessibility and 
professionalism in all that we do. 

Collegiate College
Highbury Collegiate College focuses on educating and 
widening the options for young people aged 14-19. 
Working in partnership with schools, training providers, 
local universities and other educational institutions, it 
aims to provide a balanced vocational, work-based and 
applied academic curriculum from pre-entry level through 
to higher education. It offers full-time courses in a range of 
vocational and educational subjects ranging from National 
Certificates in Animal Care to Apprenticeships in Catering 
or Early Years Education.

Community College
The Community College provides education for 
adult learners at Highbury’s various Centres and 
community locations in and around Portsmouth. The 
Community College plays a central role in building 
community cohesion and contributing to the economic 
regeneration of Portsmouth through its innovative and 
inclusive programmes, which help to build confidence, 
communication skills and employability, as well as 
promoting active citizenship. Offering a range of easily 
accessible courses from part-time study and ‘taster’ 
sessions to flexible learning and ‘step up’ courses, the 
Community College’s aim is to increase participation in 
learning for all local communities.

Corporate College
Highbury’s Corporate College works with employers 
to provide a dedicated professional training service 
relevant to businesses and in accord with the latest 
industry developments. The Corporate College focuses on 
developing and delivering training that employers require 
to maximise on their key resource – staff. From tailor-made 
training to close specific skills gaps to work-based NVQs 
and Train to Gain, the Corporate College is the first choice 
in the region for professional development.
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College facilities
Highbury College has five Centres in locations around 
Portsmouth, making learning more convenient for students, 
adult learners and businesses. Together the Centres form a 
‘learning hub’, providing outstanding, inclusive and innovative 
education and training.

Highbury Campus
The Campus is in the final stages of an exciting £37.5m 
redevelopment, which will be completed in September 2009. 
The new building will reduce the College’s carbon footprint by 
over 25% and make a vital contribution to the further education 
sector and the local community. 

The main departments at the Highbury Campus are: Automotive 
& Engineering; Media, Creative & Visual Arts; Independent 
Living & Work Skills; the Corporate College; Health, Science & 
Humanities; and Hair & Beauty.

Student learning at the new Campus will be supported and 
enhanced by many new facilities. The new facilities will include 
state-of-the-art television and radio studios, hair and beauty 
salons, motor vehicle workshops, a performing arts theatre and 
art studios, and specialist electronic and science laboratories.

Highbury City of Portsmouth Centre
The Highbury City of Portsmouth Centre opened in 2008 
and is a state-of-the-art building with realistic work areas 
for lessons and training in a wide range of vocational areas 
including Catering, Travel, and Health & Childcare. Facilities 
include a library, IT Flexi Centre, and 80 kiosk-style Internet 
stations. The Centre will play a major role in the College 
achieving its strategic objectives, and will form a hub of 
learning that integrates across the Collegiate, Community 
and Corporate Colleges.

Highbury Northarbour Centre
Highbury Northarbour Centre is one of the top training facilities 
in the country for construction. The Centre has industry 
standard workshops and work-rich environments for the 
College’s specialist training in construction, building services 
and environmental courses. Northarbour operates 50 weeks of 
the year and, as a result, maximises income and efficiency and 
is able to offer timely, responsive solutions to individuals and 
employer organisations. The vision for 2010 and beyond is for 
the Highbury Northarbour Centre to be a world-class provider of 
training and assessment for construction, building services and 
the built environment.

Highbury Arundel Centre
Located in the heart of the city, Highbury Arundel Centre is 
home to Eden, Highbury’s commercial hair and beauty salon. 
The Arundel Centre offers commercial training to students in 
Hairdressing, Beauty and Holistic Therapies, ensuring a high level 
of work readiness. It is the location for Express FM, a community 
radio station with a 5-year licence, and also offers community 
courses in literacy and numeracy.

Highbury Apex Centre
The Highbury Apex Centre specialises in pre-16 training in the 
construction industry, working with pupils from local schools 
who come to the College to study construction alongside their 
GCSEs. The Centre benefited from a technology refresh in 
2008 with the installation of the latest IT equipment, such as 
interactive whiteboards. 

Community Venues
The Community College provides a wide range of courses 
and activities for adult learners and families at more than 35 
community venues in and around Portsmouth. Highbury’s 
community venues include: community centres, children’s 
centres, schools, residential homes, restaurants, hospitals, 
healthy living centres, tower block community rooms and 
Portsmouth Football Club.
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Library Service
The Library Service is based on the concept of the ‘hybrid 
library’, and is a managed combination of physical and 
virtual collections, providing information services and 
information literacy for all users of the College. Our aim 
is to provide the most effective College Library possible 
in response to current and future users’ needs and to 
increase access to resources in different formats to 
support different learning styles. 

Information Technology
Highbury has invested heavily in specialist areas such 
as internet CaféClassrooms with SMART interactive 
whiteboards, and computer and audio visual systems. 
The College is also dramatically updating the 
communications systems to include a Cisco Voice Internet 
Phone system, which will allow far more flexibility in how 
we communicate as an organisation. Our new Virtual 
Learning Environment (VLE) allows students to interact 
more easily with staff and fellow learners and access a 
wide variety of resources online.

Student Support Services
The first point of call for students seeking support is the 
Student Support Services office, which is open five days 
a week. Highbury’s Student Support provides a range of 
help and guidance, from advice about courses and careers, 
to financial support and mentoring. The College also has 
four nurseries and a play scheme, providing childcare 
for students, staff and members of the community. The 
College’s student counselling service provides confidential 
help and support, and is available throughout the week.

College Academies
Highbury offers more than just the chance to study 
successfully. We also help our students to develop new 
interests, broaden their experience, and take part in a 
wide range of enjoyable activities. Our five academies, the 
Leadership Academy, University Academy, Golf Academy, 
Retail Academy and Skilled & Talented Academy provide a 
range of services, activities, competitions and workshops 
that allow students to achieve their full potential and strive 
towards excellence.





Highbury College publications are available in Braille, audio and large print. To request a copy,  
call (023) 9231 3373 or email info@highbury.ac.uk specifying which publication and format you require.

Delivery is within 10 days of request.

Highbury College, Portsmouth, Hants PO6 2SA
Tel (023) 9231 3373  email info@highbury.ac.uk

www.highbury.ac.uk Pr
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